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Anita is a founding member and executive director of IT for Change (ITfC), an India-
based NGO engaged in policy research and advocacy on ICTD. Anita's academic 
work has been in the areas of gender, public health, globalisation and the information 
society. She has written extensively on gender and ICTD from a Southern perspective, 
interrogating the construction of the mainstream discourse on social justice and equity. 
Anita’s earlier work has included research and writing on the qualitative indicators of 
women’s empowerment and policy research on reproductive health and rights of 
women. Her research on private-public partnerships in the health sector in India has 
been a significant addition to the body of critical work on the emerging public policy 
area. 

At IT for Change, Anita currently coordinates a policy research project titled 
‘Information Society for the South’. This project explores the theoretical connections 
between, the information society context and three critical development areas - social 
policy, governance and gender - respectively.  

Anita is an associate of the international gender network Gender at Work; she serves on 
the Board of ISIS International Manila - an Asia-Pacific feminist organisation. She is also a 
member of various expert committees including the Strategy Council of UNGAID, 
Information Team Advisory Committee of IDS Sussex, the International Advisory 
Committee of the Public Access to ICT Impact project of the Gates Foundation and 
IDRC, and the Technical Advisory Team of the 'Networking for Communications 
Challenged Communities' Project of Lulea University, Sweden. Anita represented 
Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN), a southern feminist 
network at the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), and was also the Asia 
coordinator of the WSIS Gender Caucus. She has served as a member of the jury of Prix 
Ars Electronica in 2006, the UN-GAID Expert Committee on Connectivity and Access in 
Least Developed Countries in 2008 and the UNESCAP Expert Group on the Beijing plus 
15 Review in 2009. 

At the behest of, and in partnership with, IDRC, Anita is currently providing conceptual 
and programmatic leadership to a pan-Asia research network on ‘Gender and 
Citizenship in the Information Society.’  
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